
  
 
 
 
 
 

HUTT VALLEY ANGLING CLUB 
COMMITTEE REPORT FOR 45th AGM 13 JULY 2020 

 
It is with pleasure that the HVAC Committee presents its report for the past year. 
 
We start by acknowledging the passing of Robin Bound in September last year. Robin 
was a senior member who had served on the committee and provided the club with 
years of valuable service. He had a long battle with cancer but remained involved with 
club activities for as long as possible. We remember Robin for his straight talking and 
cheeky sense of humour which will be missed.  
 
We also acknowledge our life members Grahame Kitchen and Phil McKeown. 
Grahame is unable to attend club meetings but has continued to follow the club with 
interest and has provided vouchers for the monthly Photo Competition over the past 
year. Phil is based in Turangi and is kept abreast of club news and activities through 
the website and emails. We had hoped to meet up with Phil on a trip to Turangi last 
August but the trip was cancelled at the last minute due to bad weather.  
 
For many years, Jim Rainey of Green Trout Guiding has provided an annual trip at a 
reduced rate as the major raffle prize. Time catches up with us all and this was Jim’s 
last year of professional guiding. Jim remains interested in the club’s activities and has 
suggested that the club considers a trip to Mangaweka staying at the Kawhatau 
outdoor education centre. If there is interest from members, the committee will look 
closely at this idea. We thank Jim for his years of service and hope to catch up with 
him again soon. 
 
Now that Jim has retired, he has passed on a good deal of his business to Johnny 
Gummer of Altitude Guiding who has provided this year’s guiding raffle prize at a 
reduced rate. 
 
We also thank Philip Mottram who judged last year’s annual photo competition and 
has kindly continued in that role this year. The number of entries during the last year 
has been lower than normal, so members are encouraged to support this competition 
and submit their photos whenever possible.  
 



Aside from those outside the club, we also acknowledge the valuable contribution 
made by our club members. We thank Fraser Gibbs and Ross Goodman for providing 
vouchers for the Fish of the Month competition. Steve Doughty and John Olds have 
been instrumental in keeping our excellent website up-to-date and looking sharp. 
 
At last year’s AGM no one was prepared to take over the monthly newsletter so it was 
decided to end it. However, due to a demand from many members John Millar and Al 
Markham responded and asked the committee for permission to produce a Quarterly 
Magazine. Four issues have been produced during the last year. Printed copies have 
been distributed at club meetings and electronic copies have been emailed to those 
members not present. The committee thanks John and Al for their hard work. In the 
budget for the coming year, a sum has been allowed for the continued production of 
the Quarterly magazine. If members approve the new budget, the Quarterly magazine 
will continue, but to keep costs down, members are encouraged to receive their 
future copies via email. Printed copies would continue to be provided to those who 
want it at no additional cost. 
 
Every club needs a solid financial base. We thank John Olds for reviewing the Annual 
Financial Documents.  
 
Monthly fly-tying evenings continue to be popular and well supported. We thank John 
Millar, Graham Odlum and the team for passing on their valuable knowledge to those 
members keen to improve their fly-tying knowledge and skills. 
 
Over the last year, we have trialed a new system for learning how to cast and get 
started in fly fishing. The monthly casting clinics have been replaced with one-on-one 
instruction from Al Markham. When the casting basics have been learned, John Millar 
takes over and helps the new caster apply the skills in actual fishing situations. We 
thank Al and John for this valuable service to the club. 
 
We also thank Ajit Jogi for managing the library at club nights and his wife for judging 
the monthly photo comp.  
 
The past year has had its fair share of disruptions, firstly due to renovations at the 
Hardwick Smith lounge and then the restrictions caused by COVID 19. Despite these 
disruptions, the club has managed to hold a good number of activities during the past 
year. 
 
Our July meeting was held at the Treadwell Street Hall with guest speaker Martin 
Taylor, chief executive Fish and Game. He gave an interesting presentation despite 
the poor acoustics of the hall which was not particularly well suited for our purposes. 
  



In August, Thomas Fichtner gave an informative presentation on euro- nymphing in 
preparation for the Turangi trip which ultimately did not go ahead due to bad 
weather. September’s guest speaker was Tony Jacques who gave a very interesting 
presentation on the mysterious art of spey casting.  
 
An on-river workshop was held on 14-15 September at Pahiatua with Johnny 
Gummer. This workshop was provided free to club members and was well attended. 
Later that month on 28 Sep, the Hutt River competition was held. At the October club 
night, John Olds, Ross Goodman and Steve Doughty gave an informative presentation 
in preparation for the upcoming Mohaka trip.   
 
In November our guest speaker was Braedan de Lange who gave us his thoughts on 
fishing the Hutt River. This led to an interesting discussion which gave some of our 
own experienced club members a change to also share their valuable knowledge 
about fishing the Hutt River. The Mohaka trip went ahead on 15-17 November. Fishing 
on the Mohaka was patchy, but the nearby Waipunga River, which is probably fished 
a lot less, proved to be more successful. 
 
The December meeting was held at the renovated Hardwick Smith Lounge and was 
run by quizmaster Al Markham which proved to be another popular event. Over 
summer, the surfcasting competition was held on 11 January at Lake ferry. The 
February club meeting was a BBQ and a chance for members to catch up after a 
summer of excellent summer weather and some superb fishing. 
 
February was a prime fishing month with a club trip and competition at Pahiatua on 
the 8-9th followed by an overnight camping trip to the Wairarapa the following 
weekend. The guest speaker at the March club night was Philip Mottram who gave 
some practical and useful insights into the principles of good photographic 
composition. 
 
 By mid-March the full effects of COVID 19 struck and things came to a grinding halt. 
Club meetings and activities during the months of April, May and June were cancelled. 
However, to celebrate the easing of restrictions, an on-river fishing day was held on 
13 June. A small group met at the clubrooms then walked to the river for a morning 
fishing session. After lunch, the group then set off to Silverstream in search of better 
luck. 
 
Activities for this coming year will be put together by the new committee, but one 
event already scheduled is the interclub fly-tying competition which will be hosted by 
HVAC in November. The Wellington and Kapiti clubs are both keen to get this 
competition up and running again after the disruptions of last year.  
 



At last year’s AGM the club had approximately 82 financial members. This year, that 
number is down to 64 so income from subscriptions is correspondingly down. Income 
from raffles is also down due to no club meetings being held in April, May or June. As 
a result, an effort will be made this coming year to increase membership numbers 
and revenue and reduce costs. This will be reflected in the 2020-21 budget which will 
be presented this evening.  
 
It is also noted that participation in club trips and competitions has dropped in recent 
years. The role of the Committee is to manage the club in a way that meets the needs 
of its members. The new in-coming committee welcomes feedback and suggestions 
from members. During the last year 2 committee members, Kathryn Vinten and Jim 
Embury resigned from their roles for personal reasons, which left us with a total of 6 
committee members. So once again, we are looking for members to put their names 
forward to come onto the committee and help with the running of the club. 
Fortunately, Al Markham has agreed for his name to be put forward to take over the 
role of club President for the coming year. We have a fantastic club with a wealth of 
history, experience and talent. Let’s work together to take full advantage of the 
benefits of being part of a group of like-minded angling enthusiasts. Looking forward 
to a great year to come. 
 
The Hutt Valley Angling Club Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


